COVEN AND APPLICATION INFORMATION

Greetings, and thank you for your interest in Whispering Forest Coven. Please review this information thoroughly as it answers the initial questions most individuals may have and contains information that is essential to the application process.
Whispering Forest is a coven of the Gardnerian Tradition of Wica that originated in England with Gerald B. Gardner. It is one of the lineaged British Traditional Witchcraft (BTW) traditions. As such, there is a hierarchical stucture, as well as a specific knowledge set, lore, and praxis that defines us as Gardnerians. We have a very efficient system of verification, called "vouching", so that anyone claiming to be Gardnerian can be either confirmed or denied as a genuine Initiate. 
Gardnerian Wica is an oath bound initiatory Tradition. What this means is that when a person receives initiation, they are required to make an oath. If the oath is ever determined to have been dishonored (broken), it is considered the ultimate offense, and consequently, the oath breaker will be ostracized, and therefore, no longer considered a legitimate initiate of the tradition. 
It is for many reasons that joining a coven and becoming an Initiate is a process for both the Seeker and the entire coven. The interpersonal dynamics of a coven are like an extended family. Because a coven is traditionally 3-13 members, it is imperative that personalities mesh well so that harmony prevails. Each member of a coven has an individual relationship and connection with every other member and so there must be group cohesion. Group harmony and cohesion is intrinsic to our praxis and abilities to do our spiritual work with a group mind. This is why joining a coven is a process and not an instant open door. 
A Seeker’s level of knowledge and experience is less important than how they relate and get along with the rest of the coven. There are several traits that are desired when considering new members, and this is what they are:

Honesty and Integrity. 
It does not matter where you are at on your personal path – beginner or seasoned Pagan/Witch – as all individuals will receive appropriate instruction and experience through working within the coven structure. Your individual spiritual path is unique to you and is a personal journey. Being initiated into the Gardnerian Tradition should be perceived as enriching to your personal spiritual journey. TRUST is a two way street, and it takes time to build as the foundation of any relationship between people.  
We expect truth and an ability to work through grievances in an honorable and mature manner. Disrespect of any kind is not tolerated. The ability to be honest with oneself is integral to the process of personal growth and evolution and is a sign of integrity amongst The Wica. Good manners are expected, and drama or immature or unwarranted reactions will not be acceptable. Use Right Action, not Reaction.  
 
Reliability and Stability. 
There is a level of commitment that goes in hand with coven life. We understand that immediate family comes first; and practical matters of a person’s livelihood, personal responsibilities, and health must take precedence. We schedule our meetings as far in advance as possible with consideration for everyone’s needs, and realize that everyone is not going to be able to make every single date, but not attending a coven meeting or ritual because of anything other than a work obligation, personal or family emergency is unacceptable. We expect to be notified in advance, as soon as possible by phone call to either the HPS or HP if you must miss any coven activities. Do not send a text or Facebook message 10 minutes before we are to begin any activity.
Your personal life circumstances need to be such that you are reasonably stable and not prone to constant crisis or upheavals. If you have a partner and/or family, you will need to explain your chosen path and what is expected of you. You will also need to ensure that they understand that it is an oath bound tradition and why you are not at liberty to discuss details of coven business with them. 
 
Responsibility. 
The only thing you have absolute control over in this life is yourself. The nature of our path and Tradition is such, that personal responsibility is extremely important. An ability to admit personal challenges, faults, or incorrectness demonstrates a level of humility and grace that we value. Part of being responsible is in Knowing Thyself. These words were inscribed over the entrance of the Temple of the Oracle at Delphi in ancient Greece. Every choice we make depends upon self knowledge and understanding what we are drawn to, what we desire, what we need, and why.
 
Patience, Persistance, and Pursuit of Knowledge. 
The time leading up to initiation includes formal instruction and study. There are 13 full moons and 8 sabbats in the Witch’s Wheel of the Year. For practical purposes, we utilize what we call the Outer Court (OC) for individuals in training, and the Inner Court (IC) is strictly for those who have been Initiated. Traditionally, a person will work in the OC for a year and a day before being initiated, and therefore, admitted into the IC. The time period prior to initiation may be shorter or longer depending upon several factors, and our own discretion. 

ADDITIONAL INFO

Paganism and Wica have no centralized authority and no singular book of knowledge as the Abrahamic religions do. If you are a Spiritual Seeker, you may feel a sense of urgency that can be described as “Fire in the Head, and Fire in the Belly”, to learn and do everything necessary in as short an amount of time as possible to attain the goal of becoming an initiate. To those who feel this way, I recommend that you take a deep breath, bide your time, and learn what you can in self directed study – meaning – read books and focus on the basics along with directed study if you are accepted as a potential covenor. It takes time to assimilate a knowledge base and acquire experience. Don’t rush the process. Reading is fundamental within Paganism and especially within Gard Wica. If you dislike reading and learning, Gard Wica may not be the right path for you.
All initiated Gardnerians are considered Priesthood, and as such, there is much to learn. There are three degree levels within the tradition. Each degree has its trad specific areas of focus and lore as well as its own section of the BOS that are passed at the proper degree attainments. There are several acknowledged lineages within Gard Wica. Lineage is passed through the HPS. Each lineage, or line, has a name. Each line traces its lineage directly to Gerald B. Gardner. Our coven is of the Long Island Line, brought to America by Rosemary and Raymond Buckland, from England. You will learn much more about the lineages of the tradition as an outer court student.  
The Gardnerian Tradition is passed female to male, and male to female through its rites. This means that if you are female, you will be brought through the appropriate degree initiations by the HP, and if male, by the HPS, though at every initiation both HPS and HP will be present and taking part. The degree appropriate coven members will also be present.
There is no financial obligation or exchange of money for teaching. For those of the Wica, it is not acceptable to take money for advancing the Craft. You may be asked to bring a pot luck dish for feasting, or to bring a bottle of wine on occasion, and other than that, you will need to purchase any books required for your own library, and your own ritual tools.

If you have any questions, please contact us, and know that we are here to support and guide you through this process.
In Perfect Love and In Perfect Trust....
Blessed Be,

)O( Ishara and Trygaris )O(     
      

     













APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

WHISPERING FOREST COVEN
OF THE GARDNERIAN WICA TRADITION

Please answer these questions as fully and honestly as possible. This application will help us learn basic information about you, your knowledge base, Pagan background, and interests. If you feel uncomfortable answering any of the questions, please indicate that in your answer. Likewise, if you feel that you would like to add anything that we have not asked, by all means, do so. 
If we have not yet met you in person, we would also appreciate a recent photo of you so that we can place it with your application.  Everything will be kept strictly confidential within the Whispering Forest Coven archives. No one beyond the coven’s HPS and HP will see this information. 
We prefer that you retain the .rtf file format when submitting your application. 

Name:
 
Address:
 
Phone:

Please Note: We ask the following birth info for the purpose of running a natal chart. We do not accept applications from anyone under the age of 21.
 
Birth date:

Time of Birth (if known):
 
City and State of Birth:
Country of Birth if outside of the US:  


What is your background, if any, in Paganism, Witchcraft or Magick?

Do you know what Gardnerian Wica is or how it may differ from Eclectic Wicca? 

Are you a member of any organizations or groups? If so, please list them.
 
What religion were you raised in?
 
What are your opinions of sexual symbolism within Traditional Wica?
 
How do you feel about oaths and secrecy?
 
Are you able to attend sabbat gatherings which are approximately 6-8 weeks apart, and an ongoing class once per month?
  
How do you feel about persons of various ethnicities or of alternative sexuality and/or lifestyle? 

Do you have any physical restrictions?

Do you have any allergies?

Do you have anxiety or stress related issues, or PTSD? 
 
Are you an extrovert or introvert?
 
Do you have any special talents?

What do you do for a living?

Do you have reliable transportation? 
 
What kind of music do you enjoy most?
 
Do you like animals? Which animals are your particular favorites?
 
Do you have any hobbies, and if so, what are they?
 
Do you have a significant other/partner? How do they feel about your quest for a religion and involvement in Paganism?
 
Do you live alone?  With roommates?  With your parents?

Do you have children?  

Have you ever been convicted of any crimes? 

Do you have any addictions?
 

 
 
Thank you for your interest, and for answering all of these questions. Please know that we will be happy to answer any questions you may have about us. We look forward to hearing from you. May the Gods Preserve the Craft!
 
Please e-mail replies to: spiralynniseum@aol.com & turner32583@yahoo.com 

Blessed Be!
Ishara - HPS and Turner Cain - HP
Whispering Forest Coven
 








